Luke 2:8-20 “Good News for Ordinary People!”

8 In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people; 11 for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest,
And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.”

15 When the angels had gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds began saying to one another, “Let us go straight to Bethlehem then, and see this thing that has happened which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they came in a hurry and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and the baby as He lay in the manger. 17 When they had seen this, they made known the statement which had been told them about this Child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at the things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary treasured all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 The shepherds went back, glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard and seen, just as had been told them.


As we consider the story of the gospel coming to the shepherds, there are several things that we ought to consider:

First, God comes to the least likely

Beginning in verse 8, we notice something interesting: “There were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by night.”


It is as though God wants us to see from the very beginning that the gospel does not come to the proud, the powerful, the polished, or those who are put-together. It comes to the humble, to the ordinary, to those who know their need.

Second, the Message is Simple

“Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior; who is Christ the Lord.”

“Fear not”, he says.

And what is that good news? A Savior has been born.
And then, just in case we miss the significance of the child, Luke places three titles on top of each other:
· Savior — the One who delivers us from sin and from judgment.
· Christ — the Anointed One, the promised King. Which was what the term “good news” was tied to in that day…
· Lord — the One with all authority, the very name used for God Himself.

A baby, yes—a baby who is Savior, Christ, and Lord.

Third – The Sign is Humble

If you look at verse 12, you’ll see the angel gives the shepherds a sign - a way to identify the Child they’ve just heard about. And it’s not what you’d expect, is it?

“This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”


Fourth - The Angels Show us Heaven’s Perspective

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.”

The first word strikes me: Glory.

And then the angels announce what this glory accomplishes: peace on earth. 

And notice who receives this peace: “those with whom He is pleased…” 

Fifth - The Shepherds Provide a Model of Faithful Response

Verse 15: “When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go…’”


And notice what they say: “Let us go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened.” 

Verse 16 continues: “So they came in a hurry and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and the baby as He lay in the manger.”

But maybe the most beautiful part of their response is found in verse 20:
“And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen.”

How about you? How do you respond? 
	The shepherds respond with : urgency, with humility, with joy, and with praise!

	

